46            EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
above all, the regal manners of the abbess. She records her
first impressions minutely when two years later the diary is
begun. We hear of the dormitory in which she slept for
a while until, like many another of the pupils, she was
allotted her own suite of rooms and her four waiting
women, who tended her until she left the convent on her
wedding-day.
Before joining her companions, the little foreigner was
made to don the uniform, a black dress, such as would not
be tolerated in an orphanage to-day. Its sombreness
struck sorrow into the worldly little heart until the pale
blue ribbons, the distinctive badge of her " class," came to
cheer her with their touch of brightness.
Each class was thus distinguished by a special colour.
Helene's, which was composed of all but the very youngest
children, ranged in age from seven to ten years. After the
eleventh year the children were moved into la classe
blanche, where they spent the period of preparation before
making their first Communion, a solemn event in the life of
any Catholic child, marking as it does a definite stage in
mental and spiritual development. La classe rouge con-
tained all the older girls, and was the one in which the
pupils stayed the longest.
From this organisation it will be seen that the term
" class " did not connote the well-assorted and well-graded
group of children for which the educators of the last
century sighed and sighed in vain. It corresponded rather
to that method of vertical classification, popular in America,
which presupposes instruction in small groups or to
individuals. The class was a regular family under the care
of one chief mistress who seems to have had full charge of
the material, intellectual, and moral well-being of the
children, without, however, interfering with the strong